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DiSCOVERING
GOD'S PLAN— %!E/-/

A BIBLE STUDY YOU CAN DO!

ey, guys! Guess what? Molly,
Sam (the great face-licking
detective beagle), and I are =~ ——
headed to Washington, D.C., to visit
our Uncle Matt and meet the president of

the United States of America. By the way, my name is Max.
Can you believe we are going to meet the president? Not
only will we meet the president and learn about the United
States government while we tour the nation’s capital, but
we’ll also study the life of a young lady in the Bible whom
God used to change the course of her nation. Her story is
found in the book of Esther, a fascinating historical book
in the Bible that shows us what happened to God’s chosen
people during the time of the Medes and the Persians.

As we arrive in Washington, D.C., we're going to study
the most important book in history—the Bible—to find out
WHO the main characters are in Esther. WHY did God put
these people in the palace at this time in history? WHAT
is happening? WHAT plot is uncovered? WHO will live?
WHO will die? WHAT is God’s purpose and plan?

You'll get the answers to all these questions by going
straight to God’s Word, the Bible, the source of all truth, and
asking God’s Spirit to lead and guide you.
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You also have this book, which is an inductive Bible
study. Inductive means you go straight to the Bible yourself
to investigate what the book of Esther shows you about a
young orphan girl God puts in a palace to bring about His
plan for His people and an entire nation. In inductive Bible
study you discover for yourself what the Bible says and
means.

Aren’t you excited? Grab your Bible and get ready for
an incredible adventure as you discover God'’s perfect plan
to rescue and restore His people!

THINGS YOU'LL NEED

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE
(UPDATED EDITION)—
PREFERABLY THE NEW INDUCTIVE
STubyY BIBLE (HAVE YOU
GOTTEN YOURS YET?)

PEN OR PENCIL
COLORED PENCILS
INDEX CARDS
A DICTIONARY
THIS VWORKBOOK
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ESTHER 1

“We are so glad you're here! Molly and I are excited to have
you with us on our new adventure in Washington, D.C., with
our Uncle Matt. Do you remember Uncle Matt from our special
mission in the Discover 4 Yourself Bible study God, What's Your
Name? Uncle Matt is a secret agent for the CIA, but this time his
mission is to show us around our nation’s capital as we study
the book of Esther to see how God uses His people to change the
course of a nation.

“This is going to be so cool! Uncle Matt has also gotten us a
very special invitation to meet the president of the United States
so we can get a firsthand glimpse at being the leader of a nation.

“Are you ready to get started on this awesome adventure?
Then grab the most important book in history—the Bible—and
let’s find out WHO the main characters are in Esther as we make
our first stop in D.C.”
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10 WEEK ONE

DAY
ONE
RESEARCH

“Hi, kids!” Uncle Matt hugged Max and Molly as Sam watched
for the perfect moment to jump up and give Uncle Matt a good
face-licking. “Uh, you got me, Sam! I should have known better
than to take my eyes off you even for a moment.”

“Hey, he’s a better secret agent than you!” Max teased, as
Molly and Uncle Matt laughed and Sam wagged his tail.

“We're here,” Uncle Matt announced as he led the kids into the
National Archives building. “The National Archives is the nation’s
record keeper. It is where the United States keeps all the documents
and materials that record important events in American history.
This is also where copies of the Charters of Freedom are kept.”

“What are the Charters of Freedom, Uncle Matt?” Molly
asked.

“The Charters of Freedom are three very important docu-
ments in American history concerning the founding of our coun-
try,” Uncle Matt replied.

“Oh, I bet I know what those three documents are,” Max said,
jumping into the conversation. “The Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.”

“You're right, Max,” Uncle Matt answered. “Before we head
into the rotunda to get a close-up look at these important docu-
ments, let’s go into the research room to start our investigation
of Esther. Now that we’re here, WHAT is the first thing we need
to do before we get started?”

“Pray!” Max and Molly said at the same time. Sam barked in
agreement.

“That’s right!” Uncle Matt smiled at their answer. “Bible
study should always begin with prayer. We need to ask God to
help us understand what the Bible says and to direct us by His
Holy Spirit so we can make sure we understand His Word and
handle it accurately. Let’s talk to God.”
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A Royal Banguet

11

All right! Now that we have prayed, let’s get to work on our
research. Did you know that Esther is a historical book in the
Bible? Since you study history in school, you know that history
is about people and events in the past.

Today we need to find the historical setting and the main char-
acters in the book of Esther by using Observation Worksheets.
Observation Worksheets have the Bible text printed out for us so
we can study the book of Esther.

To discover the setting and characters of Esther, we need to
ask the 5 W’s and an H. What are the 5 W’s and an H? They are
the WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY, and HOW questions.

1.

Since this book is a historical book, asking WHO is very
important. Asking WHO helps you find out:

WHO are the main characters?
WHO is involved?
WHO said this or did that?

WHAT helps you understand:
WHAT are the main events taking place?
WHAT is God telling you?

. WHEN tells us about time. We mark it with a green

clock or a green circle like this: () . WHEN tells us:

WHEN did this event happen or WHEN is it going
to happen?

WHEN is so very important in history. It helps us
follow the order of events.

In any historical event, WHERE is very important.
WHERE helps you learn:

WHERE did something happen?

WHERE did the people go?
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12 WEEK ONE

WHERE was something said?

When we discover a “WHERE,” we double-underline
the “WHERE” in green.

5. Looking at history, WHY asks questions like:
WHY did this event happen?
WHY did the people say that?
WHY did they go there?

6. HOW lets you figure out things like:
HOW did something happen?
HOW did the people react to what happened?

Now that you know what the 5W’s and an H are, turn to page
160. Read Esther 1:1-9 on your Observation Worksheet. Then ask
those 5 W’s and an H questions.

Esther 1:1 WHEN does Esther take place?
In the days of

Draw a green clock or a green circle () over this time
phrase in Esther 1:1 on page 160.

Esther 1:1-9 WHO are the main characters?

King and Queen

Esther 1:1 WHERE did Ahasuerus rule?

From to over

provinces

Esther 1:2 WHERE was Ahasuerus’s royal throne?
At the in
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A Royal Banguet 13

Double-underline the WHERE in Esther 1:1-2 in green on
page 160. Then look at the following map and double-underline
the location of Ahasuerus’s royal throne.

7

Mediterranean

PERSIA

Esther 1:3 WHEN in Ahasuerus’s reign is this happen-

ing?
In the year of his reign
Draw a green clock or a green circle (_) over this time
phrase on page 160.
Esther 1:3 WHAT kingdom is ruling at this time in
history?
The kingdomofP__ _ _ __aandM__ _ _ a

Great work! You have done some awesome research! You just
discovered the setting for the book of Esther. You went straight
to God’s Word, the Book of truth, and saw that Esther takes place
during the kingdom of the Medes and the Persians. You also saw
that it is the third year of the reign of a king named Ahasuerus,
and that he has a wife named Queen Vashti. Tomorrow, as you
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14 WEEK ONE

continue your research, you will find out more about Persian
King Ahasuerus and his wife, Queen Vashti.

Before you wrap up your research today, you have one more
thing to discover: your memory verse. Each week in our study,
you will learn a new memory verse. In order to know God, you
need to know His Word and have it hidden in your heart.

Discover this week’s memory verse by looking at the follow-
ing book. Unscramble the words underneath the blanks in the
book, and put the correct word on each blank. Find the reference
for this verse in Esther 1 and write it in.

Then get an index card and write this verse on your card.
Practice saying it out loud three times in a row, three times today!

m

“For the queen’s will become
onctduc nowkn

to all the causing them to look with
omwen onctepmt

on their by saying, ‘King
ushsbdan hasAruseu

Queen to be brought in to
omcadmned aVhtsi

his , but she did not
respceen omce

Esther1:
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